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Digging for one vet’s story reflects on all
This is a brief 

and microscop-
ic view of anoth-

er person’s service:
When I started mil-

itary service in 1993, 
I was given an artifact 
with a story behind it. It 
was a Silver Star in an 
old, worn case. The story 
came from his relatives 
who said it belonged to 
an uncle, Roberto L. Lo-
pez. The name was writ-
ten on the back of the 
medal. They told me he 
served as a medic in World War 
II and died in battle somewhere 
in Europe. I knew of other stories 
of Filipino veterans in World War 
II, but this was the first I had 
heard of one in Europe. The fact 
that he was a medic interested 
me more since I was one, too. 

The other artifact was a 
flag, which was draped over his 

casket. He was buried in 
Europe, but the flag and 
medal were delivered to 
his family in the Philip-
pines. They did not know 
where the flag was cur-
rently, but recalled see-
ing it in the past. There 
were no other documents 
or artifacts known.

As the story was 
told to them by Lo-
pez’s brother and sis-
ters, they remembered 
that he was a college ed-
ucated economist from a 

poor, rural town and immigrat-
ed to the United States through 
California in search of work. It 
was not uncommon for his fam-
ily members to go elsewhere for 
work. His brother-in-law, for ex-
ample, spent six months in Ha-
waii working in pineapple fields. 
He sent his earnings back to his 
family. Lopez came from a fairly 

well-to-do family of civil engi-
neers, but life was tough. His 
parents raised him and his sib-
lings – one brother and two sis-
ters – so males earn money and 
females attend to the household. 
Each had an important role to 
the welfare of their family.

I asked what life was like for 
Lopez and his siblings, but they 
would only answer that it was 
very hard. Even though they 
made more money than others in 
his community, their difficult life 
was worsened when World War 
II engulfed their town. I imagine 
it became much harder with the 
loss of Lopez. His siblings grew 
to old age. Their children grew 
to be parents themselves; many 
of them also served full careers 

in the U.S. military. As time pro-
gressed, the story of Lopez be-
gan to fade as there were fewer 
people who knew him.

Searching for World War II 
veterans’ records was difficult 
in the 1990s. Many of their re-
cords were lost in a fire in the 
early 1970s. My early attempts 
to seek records were met with 
unanswered mail. My search 
was hampered because I did 
not have his service number. As 
my own career progressed, I 
tried to learn as much as I could 
about him and the units he may 
have been assigned to. As quoted 
from the Steven Spielberg mov-
ie “Saving Private Ryan,” it was 
like “finding a needle in a stack 
of needles.” Life continued, wars 
started, I deployed a lot, I grew 
my own family and I still had 
his medal. I paused my efforts to 
search for his story.

When stationed at Landstuhl 

Regional Medical Center, Ger-
many, in 2012, I continued to 
search. This was not the first 
time in Germany for me. On de-
ployment, I stopped through 
there many times. This was the 
first time I had time to research.

When I visited Normandy, I 
did not find his name on the cem-
etery roster. Later, I met a few 
great people who also searched 
for veterans and their stories. 
They noted that many records 
now available were on the inter-
net via the National Archives 
and Records Adminstration. Ad-
ditionally, they supplied me a 
contact at the American Battle 
Monuments Commission, an en-
tity that manages the cemeter-
ies where U.S. service members 
are buried. As chance would 
have it, I found only one Rober-
to L. Lopez in the record. I was 
astonished to see how close his 

Are you thriving? Seriously, are 
you? I believe one of the roads 
to personal joy is service.

There are many roads that lead 
to our service in the Air Force. 
Some of them selfish, some of them 
selfless. Whether you joined for col-
lege education assistance or to de-
fend our country, we all wear the 
same uniform and chose to serve on 
this great Air Force base. I wish I 
could tell you that I joined because 

of a long family history of military 
service or because I was inspired 
by events like 9/11, but I can’t. May-
be you can’t either and that’s OK.

Regardless of one’s original in-
tent leading themselves to ser-
vice of any kind, the work of a lead-
er is to seek out and find these core 
reasons in others and themselves. 

Ultimately, leaders need to find a 
way to merge these ambitions into a 
pattern of service.

Whether it’s a product or a ser-
vice, personal satisfaction comes 
easy for people when they have tan-
gible results. For the person who 
enjoyed the work, it is a pleasure. 
To the person who did not enjoy the 
journey, they can at least focus on 
the satisfaction of the final work be-
cause of the impact it brings.

Help yourself and others to see 
that both roads will eventually lead 
to an internal joy. Sometimes the 
work takes time and sacrifice, but 
the self-discipline to stay the course 
and not give into the need for mi-
crowaved instant gratification will 
ultimately be well worth the sac-
rifice. Things that come easy are 
rarely treasured anyway. Think 
about it.

Chief’s Commentary

See HELIN Page 21

Commentary 
by Col. Erwin 

Gines
60th inpatient 

squadron

Commentary 
by Chief  

Master Sgt. 
Justin  
Helin

60th inpatient 
squadron

Service, helping others can bring joy to life

Commander’s  
Commentary

Table of contents
Commentaries 2
The Flip Side 15/18
Cover story 16-17
Worship services 20-21
Classifieds 26-29
Parting Shots 30

On the cover
Firefighters and fire trucks from 
the 60th Civil Engineer Squad-
ron at Travis Air Force Base,  
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responders battle local wild-
fires, Oct. 11.
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the tailwind is published by the daily re-
public, Fairfield, California, a private firm in no 
way connected with the u.s. air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the tail-
wind is prepared by the 60th air Mobility Wing 
public affairs office for its Web-based product, 
the content for the tailwind is edited and pre-
pared for print by the daily republic staff.

Content of the tailwind is not necessarily the 
official view of, nor is it endorsed by the u.s. 

Government, the department of defense or 
the department of the air Force.

the appearance of advertising in the publica-
tion, including inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the department of 
defense, the department of the air Force or the  
daily republic, of the products or services  
advertised.

everything advertised in the publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other non-
merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Correspondence can be sent to the  
60th air Mobility Wing public affairs staff, 
tailwind, 400 Brennan Circle, Bldg. 51, tra-

vis aFB, Ca 94535-2150, faxed to 424-5936  
or emailed to tailwind@ travis.af.mil.

deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday for the 
following Friday’s issue. swap ads must be 
brought to Bldg. 51 by noon Monday for pos-
sible print in that Friday’s issue. emailed or 
faxed swap ads are not accepted.

those on base wishing to receive home de-
livery of the tailwind can call 427-6975 today.

For information on paid advertising and on-
base circulation, call 425-4646. Correspon-
dence can be sent to: daily republic, 1250 
texas st., Fairfield, Ca 94533 or faxed to 
425-5924.

Visit the travis public web site at http://
www.travis.af.mil. read the tailwind online at 
http://tailwind.dailyrepublic.net.
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Name: 
Staff Sgt. Larin Clark.

Unit:
60th Medical Operations Squadron.

Duty title:
Aerospace medicine technician.

Hometown: 
Lynchburg, Virginia.

Time in service: 
Seven years.

Family:
None.

What are your goals?
Community College of the Air Force, 
Independent Duty Medical 
Technician program, making 
technical sergeant and PA program.

What are your hobbies?
Fitness, basketball and football.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Helped three victims of a  
suicide bomber receive a  
higher echelon of care within  
36 hours of injury, crucial to  
their survival.

U.S. Air Force photo/H
eide Couch

Sergeant battles 
cancer with faith, 
support, hoops

Senior Airman Amber Carter
60TH AIr MObILITy WINg PubLIC AFFAIrS

While deployed to Kuwait 
in 2016, Staff Sgt. Cinnamon 
Kava, 60th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron unit training manag-
er, discovered a solid knot on 
her collarbone.

“I was lying in bed and went 
to adjust my necklace when I 
felt it,” said Kava. “I did what 
everyone does, I went online to 
research ‘knots on neck.’”

When the online search 
returned information about 
the possibility of cancer, she 
couldn’t believe what she was 
reading.

“When I mentioned the 
search to a couple people in 
my shop, they told me to stay 
off the Internet because I was 
just going to freak myself out,” 
said Kava. “I went to the doctor 
soon after and they did an ul-
trasound, but they couldn’t tell 
what it was.”

She went from Kuwait to 
a U.S. Army base in the area 
that did a positron emission to-
mography scan. The PET scan 
led them to believe she need-
ed a biopsy, so she was sent to 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany.

A PET scan is an imag-
ing test that allows a doctor to 
check for diseases in the body. 

The scan uses a special dye that 
has radioactive tracers. A biop-
sy is a sample of tissue taken 
from the body in order to exam-
ine it more closely.

“They said, ‘we looked at 
your PET scan and it looks con-
cerning as it could possibly be 
lymphoma,’” said Kava. “So, 
they sent me back to Travis 
Air Force Base, California, my 
home base, to get the biopsy.”

From discovery of a knot to 
being medically evacuated as 
a possible cancer patient was a 
matter of a couple days.

“It all happened so fast,” she 
said. “I was in Germany for 
maybe 12 hours before I was 
medevac’d. Luckily, my dad, 
John, and stepmom, Wendy, 
were able to meet me at Travis 
when I arrived.”

She was biopsied upon arriv-
al and then had to wait for her 
results. While her dad and step-
mom were staying at the Fish-
er House on base, Kava went 
to the hospital for a separate 
appointment and, while there, 
was summoned into the office 
for her results.

“I was by myself when I got 
the news,” said Kava. “My ini-
tial reaction was that it was all 
so surreal. The doctor handed 

u.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Amber Carter

Staff Sgt. Cinnamon Kava, center, 60th Logistics Readiness Squadron unit training manager, poses for a photo 
Oct. 4 with Dr. Sareena Malhi, left, 60th Medical Operations Squadron physician, and Capt. Kendra Alanis, 
60th MDOS clinical nurse, at David Grant USAF Medical Center Oncology unit. Malhi and Alanis were Kava’s 
medical support system during her chemotherapy treatment.See BATTLES Page 25
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Units help 
Airman 
travel after 
Las Vegas 
shooting

Staff Sgt. Nicole Leidholm
60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

“On (Oct. 2), a little after 
8 o’clock in the morning, I re-
ceived notice from my first ser-
geant that a family member of 
one of our troops had been shot 
in an ongoing active shooter 
event in Las Vegas, Nevada.,” 
said Lt. Col. Shannon Caleb, 
726th Air Mobility Squadron 
commander at Spangdahlem 
Air Base, Germany. “Immedi-
ately, I knew we had to get this 
Airman some help; with Spang-
dahlem AB just into our first 
hour of the duty day.”

Caleb coordinated with var-
ious agencies such as the Mil-
itary Family Life Consultant 
and Chaplain to offer support to 
Senior Airman Parker Melan-
son, 89th OSS, Andrews AFB, 
Washington, D.C., deployed to 
the 726th AMS intelligence and 
tactics shop, since June, after 
learning that his mother and 
sister were shot Oct. 1 at the 
Route 91 Harvest Music Festi-
val in Las Vegas.

“The Red Cross had stat-
ed they needed more informa-
tion before opening a case is-
suing an emergency notice for 
travel,” said Caleb. “Simultane-
ously, I checked our daily sev-
en-day Air-Trans Forecast and 
identified a C-17 (Globemaster 
III) mission departing here at 
(noon) local. I informed Park-
er that we could get him on the 
flight.”

Caleb directed Master Sgt. 
Ethan Glen, 726th AMS first 
sergeant, to coordinate emer-
gency leave paperwork and 
commercial air travel and get 
Melanson to the passenger ter-
minal to catch the flight on a 
C-17 to Travis Air Force Base, 
California.

Within four hours of 

Congressman visits to see FEMA wildfire response

u.s. Air force photo/Airman 1st class Jonathon D. A. carnell

U.S. Rep. John Garamendi, right, D-Calif., speaks with members of the Federal Emergency Management Agency Region 9 and 
Emergency Preparedness Liason Officers Oct. 17 at the 60th Aerial Port Squadron at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Garamendi visited 
Travis to discuss the efforts given by multiple agencies coming together to provide relief after multiple wildfires in Northern California.

See TRAVEL Page 22

Retirement system training now available
Kat Bailey

Air force Personnel center  
Public AffAirs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — 
The Defense Department will 
implement the new Blended 
Retirement System next year. 
While no one needs to make a 
decision until Jan. 1, 2018, all 

Airmen should take advantage 
of training and information-
al resources to research their 
options during the remainder 
of 2017.

Airmen eligible for the new 
Blended Retirement System 
began receiving email noti-
fications in February from 
myPers to ensure they receive 
correct information regarding 

their benefits to make the de-
cision best suited for their in-
dividual needs.

The opt-in course is de-
signed to provide sufficient in-
formation for eligible Airmen 
to make an educated decision 
about their retirement system. 
However, Airmen are high-
ly encouraged to discuss their 
situations with a personal 

financial counselor at the Air-
man and Family Readiness 
Center. The Blended Retire-
ment System opt-in training 
is available on Advanced Dis-
tributed Learning Service un-
der the “Selected Force Train-
ing” drop down menu. 

Only those active Air-
men who, as of Dec. 31, have 

See TRAINING Page 21
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Blood drive pumps life into community

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Christian Conrad

Kathryn McClelland and John Lopez, Blood Centers of the Pacific phlebotomists, process blood 
donations into the organization’s database Oct. 18 on Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Lopez and 
McClelland are two phlebotomists who manned a blood mobile used to encourage Travis Airmen 
to donate blood for good causes.

Study abroad program 
available for students

Amy Christopherson
DeFenSe MeDiA ACtivity

FORT GEORGE G. 
MEADE, Md. — The State De-
partment’s Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs of-
fers study abroad scholarships 
for high school students. 

Students ages 15 to 18 are in-
vited to apply to study abroad 
for one academic year through 
any of three programs.

The Congress Bundestag 
Youth Exchange Program is an 
opportunity for students to live 
with a host family in Germa-
ny, attending a local high school 
and learning the German lan-
guage and culture. The appli-
cation period is open through 

Dec. 11 and 250 scholarships 
are available. For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.us-
agermanyscholarship.org/.

The Kennedy-Lugar Youth 
Exchange and Study Abroad of-
fers merit-based scholarships 
for students to study in one 
of 13 countries in the Middle 
East, Africa, Asia and the Bal-
kans. The application period is 
through Dec. 5 and 65 scholar-
ships are available. For more 
information, visit http://www.
yes-abroad.org/.

Study abroad opportunities 
offer a chance to create friend-
ships around the globe, develop 
leadership and language skills 
and promote mutual under-
standing.

Know risks of decorative contact lenses
Jaime Okamura, OD, FAAO
trAviS Air ForCe BASe optoMetriSt

Halloween is all about 
scary: scary costumes, scary 
decorations, scary pumpkins. 
But don’t let it include a scary 
eye infection. 

Each year, people young 
and old are attracted by the ap-
peal of cosmetic contact lens-
es which will change natural 
eye color into something scary. 
Perfect for Halloween, right? 
They can be, if users follow 
some basic tips. 

The first thing to know is 
that contact lenses, even the 
scary ones, are not cosmetics 
or over-the-counter merchan-
dise. They are medical devices 
regulated by the FDA. Stores 
such as street vendors, salons, 
Halloween stores, convenience 
stores, etc., market these con-
tact lenses as cosmetics or sell-
ing them over-the-counter are 

breaking the law. 
Since one size does not fit 

all, an optometrist or ophthal-
mologist must properly fit these 
lenses and provide proper fol-
low up care to avoid the poten-
tial for serious eye damage. 
People can safely buy the lens-
es from any seller that requires 
a prescription before allowing 
you to purchase them, whether 
online or in person.

The possible risks of not 
getting a proper fit and follow 
up can include scratched cor-
nea, eye infection/pink eye, de-
creased vision and possibly 
blindness. Failure to proper-
ly clean, maintain and follow a 
wearing schedule can also lead 
to these problems. 

How does someone know 
if they are having a problem? 
Some may experience any 
of the following symptoms: 
redness, pain in the eye that 
doesn’t go away after a short 

while, discharge from the eye, 
and decreased vision. Those 
noticing any of these should see 
their optometrist or ophthal-
mologist. It’s important to know 
that a contact lens-related eye 
infection could lead to perma-
nent vision loss, sometimes in 
less than 24 hours.

Here are some “do’s” for this 
Halloween season to keep eyes 
healthy and to prevent any eye 
problems: Get an eye exam, 
even if you don’t need glasses. 
Get a prescription. Follow the 
recommended wear and care 
schedule. Seek medical atten-
tion immediately and remove 
contact lenses at the first sign of 
symptoms. Most of all, have fun 
and scare friends and neighbors 
with those scary eyes. 

Don’t let a few days of hav-
ing the perfect costume out-
weigh the risk of vision loss. 
Additional information can be 
found at http://bit.ly/2hOoDP7.
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Beale, local agencies fight California wildfires
Airman 1st Class  

Tristan D. Viglianco
9th Reconnaissaince Wing  

Public affaiRs

BEALE AIR FORCE BASE, 
Calif. — Firefighters from the 
9th Civil Engineer Squadron  
at Beale Air Force Base, Cal-
ifornia, are partnering with 
state and local fire depart-
ments to fight fires in Butte, 
Yuba and Nevada counties.

The 9th CES sent a four-
man team as a part of the ini-
tial response to work with lo-
cal civil authorities Oct. 9 to 
combat the fires. The team as-
sisted with battling the blazes 
throughout the week.

“We were dispatched ear-
ly (Oct. 9) and worked for 60 
hours on the Cascade fire,” 
said Airman 1st Class Thom-
as Rush, 9th CES firefighter. 
“Then we came back to base 
camp and took 12 hours off be-
fore going back to work on the 
Lobo fire for 12 hours. After 
that, we slept for a night and 
then worked another 24 hours 
on the Lobo fire.”

Having only been at Beale 
a year, Rush believes this ex-
perience will serve him and 
his team in the future when it 
comes to combating wildfires.

Additionally, Beale AFB 
sent a team to support the 
Grass Valley Interagency Air 
Attack Base. The base serves 
as a hub for fire protection air-
craft and is located approxi-
mately 35 miles from Beale 
AFB.

“We have been supporting 
the aircraft that are going out 
and providing reconnaissance 
and dropping water and retar-
dant on the fires,” said Airman 
1st Class Alexander Herrera, 
9th CES firefighter. “We are out 
here to make sure nothing goes 
wrong and respond if some-
thing does.”

According to the Califor-
nia Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection, there were 
156 fire engines combatting 
four different fires in the coun-
ties close to Beale AFB. The 
fires have burned approximate-
ly 17,000 acres and displaced 

courtesy photo

A fire burns along a ridge during the California wildfires Oct. 12 in Rough and Ready, Calif. The 9th Civil 
Engineer Squadron sent a four-man team as a part of the initial response to work with local civil authorities to 
combat the fires. See BEALE Page 22
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Air Force ‘chips’ in to invention
Marisa Alia-Novobilski

Air Force reseArch LAborAtory

WRIGHT-PATTERSON 
AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio —  
It is often said that “two 
heads are better than one.” 

For the Air Force, lever-
aging the expertise and in-
sights of academia has led to 
advances in materials devel-
opment and processing des-
tined to be a game changer 
for the future fight.

A collaboration between 
scientists at the Air Force 
Research Laboratory and 
Harvard University’s Wyss 
Institute for Biologically In-
spired Engineering has re-
sulted in a new method for 
digital design and printing 
of stretchable, flexible elec-
tronics. The process, called 
Hybrid 3-D printing, uses 
additive manufacturing to 
integrate soft, conductive 
inks with a material sub-
strate to create stretchable, 
wearable electronic devices.

“This is the first time a 
3-D printer has been shown, 
in a single process, to print 
stretchable sensors with 

integrated microelectron-
ic components,” said Dan 
Berrigan, a research scien-
tist at the AFRL Materials 
and Manufacturing Direc-
torate. “Starting from noth-
ing, the printer builds an en-
tire stretchable circuit that 
blends the mechanical dura-
bility of printed components 
with the robust performance 
of off-the-shelf electronics.”

In this demonstration, a 
3-D printer was used to print 

conductive traces of flexible, 
silver-infused thermoplastic 
polyurethane. A pick-and-
place method was then used 
to set microcontroller chips 
and LED lights into the flex-
ible substrate, augmented by 
an empty printer nozzle and 
vacuum system to create the 
hybrid system.

When tested, the addi-
tively manufactured, hy-
brid-electronic devices were 
able to maintain function 

even after being stretched 
by more than 30 percent 
from original size.

“This has a lot of poten-
tial for Air Force applica-
tions, particularly in the ar-
eas of rapid prototyping, 
wearable electronics, sen-
sors and human perfor-
mance monitoring,” said 
Berrigan. “Skin-worn elec-
tronics have the poten-
tial to provide feedback on 
movement, body tempera-
ture, fatigue, hydration and 
other metrics crucial to un-
derstanding Airmen per-
formance. However, while 
skin is inherently soft and 
stretchable, electronics and 
sensors are not.

“Additive manufacturing 
lets us custom design com-
plex form factors that can 
enable electronics to be in-
tegrated into unique plac-
es. Repackaging high-per-
formance electronics to be 
stretchable and tailored to 
an individual often begins 
with rethinking the mate-
rials and processes used to 
manufacture these devices.”

Air Force  
releases 
study  
guides

Marilyn Holliday
Air educAtion And trAining commAnd 

PubLic AFFAirs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-Randolph — Air Force 
officials have released the 
2017 Air Force Handbook 1, 
Airman and the Enlisted Pro-
motions Study Guides.

AFH-1 is available at http://
bit.ly/2xMDLTb and also on 
every Airman’s government 
computer desktop. To find 
AFH-1 on Air Force e-publish-
ing, search for AFHandbook1.

Individual study guides for 
each enlisted grade, which 
are created from informa-
tion within the handbook, are 
available for immediate down-
load at www.studyguides.
af.mil. These guides aid Air-
men testing for promotion 
beginning with the Febru-
ary 2018 testing cycle. A .pdf 
file for each enlisted grade 
is available for downloading 
in preparation for the Unit-
ed States Air Force Supervi-
sory Exam or Promotion Fit-
ness Exam.

As reported previously, 
master sergeants testing for 
promotion in the 18E8 pro-
motion cycle will still use the 
2015 version of the senior mas-
ter sergeant study guide as 
study reference material.

“The publishing of the new 
Air Force Handbook 1 is the 
first step toward revolutionizing 
this product for our Airmen,” 
said Chief Master Sgt. Ju-
liet Gudgel, Air Education and 
Training Command command 
chief. “As AETC moves forward 
with the Continuum of Learn-
ing, we need to look at how 
this product is delivered to the 
force. In order for our Airmen 
to be successful, we need to find 
a way to modularize AFH-1 so 
that it is portable from any de-
vice and from any location.”

courtesy photo

A technique called Hybrid 3-D printing, developed by Air Force 
Research Laboratory researchers in collaboration with the Wyss 
Institute at Harvard University, uses additive manufacturing to 
integrate soft, conductive inks with material substrates to create 
stretchable electronic devices.

See CHIPS Page 23

See GUIDES Page 23
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1661 E. Monte Vista Ave., Suite A
707-446-2370

www.thornton-sons.com

Custom JewelryDESIGN

We can create your dream piece of jewelry from scratch 
or we can remount your existing stone into a new piece.

Call for details

Celebrating 45 years in Business

Technician saves time, money with innovations
Staff Sgt. Benjamin Gonsier

455th Air ExpEditionAry Wing  
public AffAirs

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Af-
ghanistan — The success of the 
Air Force isn’t determined by 
those with stars on their shoul-
ders, but by the Airmen on the 
frontlines who strive to create 
innovative new processes to ex-
ecute the mission more effec-
tively. 

Senior Airman Christo-
pher Caruso realized there 
was a much better way to test 
the functionality of a sniper 
pod and the electrical systems 
of an F-16 Fighting Falcon, so 
he pioneered a new way to de-
tect problems and troubleshoot 
those systems.

Caruso, a native of Camp-
ton, New Hampshire, is an avi-
onics technician with the main-
tenance unit attached to the 
555th Expeditionary Fighter 
Squadron. 

“As an avionics technician, I 
inspect the electrical and com-
munication systems on the 
F-16,” said Caruso. “This air-
craft is a fly by wire, so it is a 
digital system sending signals 
everywhere. Without the wir-
ing, and the Airmen who main-
tain them, this aircraft would 
literally be a sitting hunk of 
metal.” 

During his time deployed to 
Bagram Airfield, Afghanistna, 
Caruso’s two innovations were a 
digital video recorder tester and 
a sniper pod test stand. They 
may sound simple, but they’re 
crucial in keeping the close air 

support mission moving.
“The DVR tester allows me 

to interface with the aircraft 
and bypass the digital video 
recorder head unit, which re-
cords all of the videos from the 
multifunction display,” he said. 
“The multifunction display 
shows the pilot what is going 
on with the aircraft. It will also 
show radio frequencies, flight 
displays and other visual aids 
the pilot has while flying.”

In order for this to work, Ca-
ruso bought a small television, 

which he connects to the air-
craft, and gives him a live view 
of what the pilot sees on their 
systems. 

“Bypassing this system, I 
am able to view everything and 
troubleshoot down to a bro-
ken wire,” said Caruso. “In the 
past, I would have to take a car-
tridge out of the head unit and 
bring it over to another section, 
which is usually not manned 
24/7, to give it an ops check. 
With this method, we are able 
to see real-time if there is an 

issue with the wiring or the 
head unit.” 

For maintenance, time is an 
essential commodity and a lon-
ger wait to troubleshoot a com-
ponent means an aircraft may 
be grounded for an extended 
amount of time, putting a bur-
den on other aircraft. 

This time-saving mentality 
extends to another innovation 
Caruso devised, one which im-
pacts the sniper pod. 

The sniper pod is an 
advanced long-range target 

detection/identification and 
continuous stabilized surveil-
lance for all missions, includ-
ing close air support of ground 
forces. The sniper pod enables 
aircrews to detect and identify 
weapon caches and individuals 
carrying armaments, all out-
side jet noise ranges.

“The sniper pod test stand 
allows us to troubleshoot a pod 
by performing maintenance on 
it and perform ops checks with-
out physically mounting it to 
the aircraft,” said Caruso. 

While there are other appa-
ratuses used to hold the snip-
er pod, they are designed in a 
way that blocks certain com-
partments, limiting the actu-
al maintenance Airmen can do. 
The sniper pod stand, designed 
using computer-aided design 
software Caruso found online, 
was created to enable main-
tainers to conduct ops checks as 
if it was actually mounted to the 
aircraft, and make repairs. 

“This innovation saves be-
tween two to three hours dur-
ing sniper pod maintenance,” 
said Chief Master Sgt. Wes-
ley Ruuti, 455th Expeditionary 
Aircraft Maintenance Squad-
ron F-16 maintenance super-
intendent. “That equates to 
around six to nine total man-
hours, given pod maintenance 
is usually performed by two to 
three personnel.”

One of the best benefits in a 
combat environment is the abil-
ity to do pod maintenance di-
rectly on the aircraft without 

u.s. Air force photo/staff sgt. benjamin gonsier

Senior Airman Christopher Caruso is an avionics technician assigned to the 555th Expeditionary Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit. Caruso inspects the electrical and communication systems on the F-16 Fighting Falcon.

See TECHNICIAN Page 23



Airman shows resilence countering life’s jabs
Senior Airman Lauren M. Sprunk

23rd Wing Public AffAirs

MOODY AIR FORCE 
BASE, Ga. — God. Family. 
Boxing. 

That’s all that matters to 
Airman 1st Class Isaiah Ran-
dall, 23rd Equipment Mainte-
nance Squadron aircraft struc-
tural maintenance apprentice.

Life’s unpredictable ups and 
downs often test people in ways 
that shake the foundations that 
give them peace though.

His father was shot, his aunt 
died and his grandmother was 
diagnosed with cancer. The 
rage, devastation and sorrow 
caused by family turmoil left 
him reeling. He looked for in-
ner peace in his longtime pas-
sion, boxing, but a torn liga-
ment left him staggering.

With nowhere to turn, Ran-
dall came to understand the 
true concept of resilience, lean-
ing on the support from his 
family, both by blood and by 

service, and God to guide him 
through.

“I kept wondering what I 
had done to deserve all of this,” 
said Randall. “Then I remem-
bered a phrase from my child-
hood: ‘God only gives his tough-
est battles to his strongest 
soldiers.’ ”

However, among four months 
of turmoil, Randall learned for 
the first time that there was 
more to that phrase he always 
kept in the back of his mind and 
even the strongest soldiers need 
somewhere to lean.

This had been a foreign con-
cept for the Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, native as he had al-
ways been supportive of his 
family, carrying them through 
a world of drugs and violence. 
Although he may have left 
home to serve, his role had not 
changed, as his family fled to 
him when tragedy struck. 

Randall said his father was 
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DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION!  WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500

Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 

Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 10/31/17.

50% OFF
1st MONTH

COUPON

• On Site Management

• Security Cameras

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Private Gate Codes

• Well Lit Wide Hallways

• Drive-Up Units Available

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

Airman 1st Class 
Isaiah Randall, 

23rd Equipment 
Maintenance 

Squadron aircraft 
structural 

maintenance 
apprentice, poses 
for a photo Oct. 2 

at Moody Air Force 
Base, Ga. Among four 

months of turmoil, 
Randall came to 

understand the true 
concept of resiliency, 

leaning on the support 
from his family, both 

by blood and by 
service, and God to 
guide him through.

u.s. Air force photo/Airman  
1st class daniel snider

See JABS Page 19
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Sunrise Residences Open Daily 9-5PM 
2750 North Texas, Fairfield

Brand new studio, one bedroom and two bedroom 
units, modestly priced from $1,475-$1,900/mo. 
Gated community. Elevated ceilings, Java beech 
wood cabinets, Stainless Steel appliances, granite 
counters, washers/dryers and more. Three story 
elevator served units. Close to shopping and freeway 
access. Ask about our Grand Opening Specials. 

Dawn Dickson
(707) 421-9900

OPEN HOUSE

McConnell completes KC-46 hangar
Airman 1st Class Erin McClellan
22nd Air refueling Wing Public AffAirs

MCCONNELL AIR FORCE 
BASE, Kan. — Members of 
the McConnell Air Force Base, 
Kansas, community held a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony Oct. 16 
for the new KC-46 Pegasus 
three-bay hangar.

Since 2014, the installation 
has underwent $267 million of 
military construction to pre-
pare for the airframe. Today, 14 
of the 16 projects are completed 
and the base now stands ready 
to be the first to accept the new 
multi-role aircraft next year.

“The KC-46 will revolution-
ize air refueling,” said Col. Josh 
Olson, 22nd Air Refueling Wing 
commander. “It is only appro-
priate that the home of air refu-
eling take the lead with this new 
airframe, and that started with 
these 16 construction projects. 
They reflect years of hard work 
from individuals in our commu-
nity who are literally laying the 
foundation for the future of our 
Air Force.”

The construction on 

McConnell has been giving 
back to the local community 
since it began. Local compa-
nies were awarded $24 million 
in contracts, and $25 million 
worth of Kansas steel was 
used for the three hangars, 79 

percent of which was recycled. 
In addition, out-of-town 

workers supported the econ-
omy through hotel and hous-
ing rentals and the purchase of 
food, fuel, internet services and 
construction material. When 

workers were needed, the jobs 
were sourced to local laborers. 

“Because of the mission, 
work and effort (done at McCo-
nnell) America is safer, more 
secure place,” said U.S. Senator 
Jerry Moran of Kansas. 

Phishing 
scams eye 
personal 
details

21st Security Force Squadron

PETERSON AIR FORCE 
BASE, Colo. — Many of us be-
lieve we’re too clever to fall for a 
phishing scam. However, scam-
mers today have gotten good. 
Their tricks now go far beyond 
the “Nigerian prince” letter ask-
ing for money. 

In general, scammers make 
it seem like they need personal 
information quickly – or some-
thing bad will happen. They 
might say your account will be 
frozen, you’ll fail to get a tax re-
fund, your boss will have you 
fired, that a family member will 
be hurt or that you will be ar-
rested. They tell lies to get you to 
give them what they want.

Fraudsters often sound le-
gitimate because they likely al-
ready have some of your person-
al information. They may rattle 
off your Social Security num-
ber or the last four digits of your 
credit card – possibly the result 
of a previous data breach from a 
retailer or other company. Many 
can be aggressive and down-
right nasty when they threaten 
jail time and demand money on 
the spot.

Today, as technical securi-
ty defenses against electron-
ic phishing have gotten better, 
criminals are now seeking to di-
rectly target individuals using a 
type of psychological manipula-
tion known as “social engineer-
ing.” It’s a lucrative crime. 

You don’t need a skilled pro-
grammer to do social engineer-
ing – just someone who sounds 
convincing over the phone. On 
top of this, the growth of social 
media has played right into the 
criminals’ hands. 

A key part of social engineer-
ing is having information on 
your target. Criminals can get 
this from buying hacked data or 
by studying a victim’s social me-
dia profile.

u.s. Air force photo/Airman 1st class erin Mcclellan

The sun rises over the KC-46 Pegasus three-bay hangar Oct. 12 at McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas. All KC-
46 construction on McConnell has been completed, and the base now stands ready to be the first to accept 
the new aircraft.

See PHISHING Page 22
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� Full Service Auto Repair
� Check Engine Light
� Electrical
� Free Inspection
� Oil Change
� Brake Service

MultiTechAutoRepair.com

Reasonable rates & dependable 
outstanding quality automotive 
service & repair. Jeff’s integrity 
and candor are commendable 
ideals...will do you right. Military 
Friendly. MSGT Joe N.

M-F 7am-7pm 
Sat 8-5pm

2035 N Texas Street, Ste A
(behind Meineke) Fairfield

707-421-2283

10% off
Military Discount

must show ID

Call Emmy Greene for a private consultation  (707) 803-2733

Emmy Greene
Executive Council/REALTOR®
Lic. #01350961

(707) 803-2733

www.SolanoHomesToday.com

Don’t be scared 

to jump into 

the market!

I make it happen…
You make it home!F
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PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City 
429-4861

58 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun Ci
429-4861

Treatment to Relieve
Treatment to Heal

Wilson awards Air Force Cross, medals to commandos
Senior Airman Ryan Conroy

24th Special OperatiOnS Wing  
public affairS

HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. —  
The team was trapped, out-
numbered and bombarded by 
grenades and machine gun fire 
from elevated positions. Bullets 
ricocheted around them.

Ordnance from circling, 
friendly aircraft exploded me-
ters from their position, shak-
ing the ground, as smoke from 
an exploded cache smothered 
the village.

Their mission was original-
ly to kill or capture high-val-
ue Taliban leaders that fateful 
night Nov. 2, 2016, in Kunduz 
Province, Afghanistan, but as 
the enemy closed in around 
them, they quickly realized 
their mission had changed: sur-
vive.

SecAF commends  
Airmen for valor

Secretary of the Air Force 
Heather Wilson awarded 10 
valorous medals, including the 

Air Force Cross, to Air Force 
Special Operations Command 
air commandos in a ceremony 
Oct. 17 at Hurlburt Field.

“This mission was a perfect 
example of the power of our 
Special Tactics Airmen when 
teamed with American airpow-
er and the nation’s elite ground 
forces,” said Wilson. “It re-
minds the world of what makes 
us who we are, and it reminds 
our enemies that there is no 
place to hide.”

Staff Sgt. Richard Hunter, 
a 23rd Special Tactics Squad-
ron special tactics combat con-
troller, was awarded the Air 
Force’s highest medal, the 
Air Force Cross, for gallantry 
against an armed enemy of the 
U.S. in combat.

Special Tactics Airmen are 
the Air Force’s ground special 
operations force, specializing 
in everything from precision 
strike to personnel recovery on 
the battlefield and during hu-
manitarian crises. 

Additionally, five members 
of Spooky 43, the AC-130U gun-
ship aircrew that supported the 
ground special operations team 
during the same operation, 
were awarded Distinguished 
Flying Crosses and four re-
ceived Air Medals with Valor.

The AC-130U “Spooky” 
gunship’s primary missions 
are close air support, air 

interdiction and armed recon-
naissance. Close air support 
missions include supporting 
troops in contact and providing 
convoy escort. The gunship is 
outfitted with 40 mm, 105 mm 
cannons and a 25 mm Gatling 
gun for precise and powerful 
strikes on the battlefield.

“This mission proved to be 
the ultimate test of our air com-
mandos in air-to-ground in-
tegration on the battlefield,” 
said Lt. Gen. Brad Webb,  
AFSOC commander. “Hunt-
er and Spooky 43’s precision 
strike capabilities were pushed 
to the limits under extreme fire 
to eliminate our enemies and 
defend our joint partners.” 

The actions of Spooky 43 
in the air and Hunter on the 
ground were credited with 
eliminating the enemy and sav-
ing the lives of the Army spe-
cial forces team and 43 Afghan 
soldiers involved in the deadly 
ambush. 

“What was truly extraordi-
nary when I read this story was 
the amazing precision and pro-
fessionalism of the team,” said 
Wilson. “When we need swift, 
precise violence, we call them. 
There is no better friend and 
no worse enemy than the Unit-
ed States special operations 
forces.”

Chaos on the ground, hate 
raining from above

Hunter was embedded with 
a Army special forces team and 
their Afghan partners when 
they were ambushed by heavy 
machine gun fire from an ele-
vated position as they entered a 
village, Nov. 2, 2016, near Kun-
duz, Afghanistan.

“We came across a large, 
metal gate that had been closed 
prior to our arrival. I want you 
to imagine something 12-feet 
tall, about a quarter-inch thick 
steel, a pretty massive piece 
of metal in front of us,” said 
Hunter. “We found ourselves 
in a three-way ambush, 270 de-
grees all around us.”

Finding themselves trapped 
in the village and in a dire sit-
uation, Hunter and his team 
withstood an enemy ambush of 
grenades and machine gun fire, 
resulting in four friendly force 
injuries.

u.S. air force photo/Senior airman ryan conroy

Secretary of the Air Force Heather Wilson presents Distinguished Flying Crosses to five members of an AC-
130U Spooky Gunship aircrew assigned to the 4th Special Operations Squadron Oct. 17 at Hurlburt Field, Fla.

See WILSON Page 13
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Benicia Grill II
KARAOKE
NOW WED, 

THURS, 
FRI & SAT 

NIGHT!

Monday - Friday

ANY ITEM
on Special Menu

$9.99 • 3-5pm

Happy
Hour

Mon & Tue 6am-3pm • Wed & Thurs 6am-9pm 
Fri & Sat 6am-10pm • Sun 6am-8pm

(707) 428-0555 •  2390 North Texas Street, Fairfield

Buy One Breakfast 
or Lunch Get One 

FREE 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

Banquet 
Room  

available for 
any event. 

No room charge. 
Call for reservation.

Dinner Special
Buy One Get One 

50% Off 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.
Up to $7 value. One coupon per table. 

Not good with any other offers or 
on Senior menu items. Must present 

coupon. Offer expires 11/9/17. 

50% Off entree of equal or lesser 
value. Not good with any other offers 

or on Senior menu items. Must present 
coupon. Offer expires  11/9/17. 

5-6pm

Wednesday  
thru Saturday

KARAOKE
6pm-Close

No Cover Charge

OUT OF STATE SMOG SPECIAL

$2975
Most cars. 2000 or newer. Exp. 10/31/17

+cert

53 Union Way
Vacaville

707452.3464
Mon. - Fri. 9am - 6pm

Sat. 9am - 3pm

Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

M&M and Associates

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

Are you Afraid
of the Dentist?

Does your fear of the dentist keep you from
receiving the care you need?

At Regency Dental our top priority is our patients’
comfort and overall experience.

Adult Conscious Sedation Now Available.

Come in for Exam, X-rays and Cleaning

And Receive FREE Teeth Whitening ($400.00 Value)

Upon Completion of All Necessary Dental Treatment

Regency Dental
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

1001 Nut Tree Road, Suite 230, Vacaville CA 95687
707-453-1776

Hunter charged forward 
under enemy fire, leaving cov-
er to drag a wounded team-
mate back with one hand, 
while using his free hand 
to call in suppressive fire 
through close air support from 
the Spooky 43 crew overhead.

“At this point, (the team) is 
dragging (casualties) down the 
alleyway while still returning 
fire and we’re using all of our 
weapons on the aircraft to de-
stroy fighting positions and 
buildings … all within about 
12 meters of Staff Sgt. Hunt-
er,” said Maj. Alexander Hill, 
Spooky 43 aircraft command-
er. “We told Hunter to put his 
head down and we fired clos-
er than I think anyone’s ever 
fired an air-burst round.”

As the Spooky 43 crew re-
ceived the calls from Hunter 

on the ground for the firepow-
er necessary to deter the ene-
my, they were required to ex-
ceed cooling requirements on 
the 105 mm Howitzer cannon, 
risking potential detonation in-
side the aircraft. With their ex-
pert skill and coordination, the 
crew was able to support the 
ground forces with the 40 mm 
cannon and at times forced to 
manually fire rounds called on 
by Hunter to defeat the enemy.

According to Hill, the crew 
actively fired every weapon 
available to them for 107 con-
secutive minutes during the 
battle. 

“To see the teamwork in 
particular and how good and 
professional everyone was, 
when they absolutely had to be –  
I couldn’t be more proud to be 
a part of that,” said Hill. 

With the smoke from the 
battle becoming too thick for 
the team to maneuver through 
the village, Hunter took direc-
tion from the aircraft overhead 

as he continued to call in ene-
my positions. Hunter expended 
all AC-130U point-detonate 105 
mm rounds, with only eight air-
burst rounds remaining. With 
the enemy element closing on 
the ground forces, the aircrew 
was able to stabilize the aircraft 
and fire an airburst round, typ-
ically used in open fields, at an 
unprecedented 12 meters from 
friendly forces, annihilating the 
insurgents.

Hunter and the Spooky 43 
crew worked together to call 
in fire from AH-64 Apache he-
licopters, preparing medical 
helicopters to evacuate casu-
alties and activating the quick 
reaction force needed to evac-
uate the friendly forces from 
the village.

“There was so much chaos 
on the ground, and everybody 
above us had our backs com-
pletely,” said Hunter. “It was a 
beautiful, beautiful thing, be-
cause as scared as we all were 
and as bad as the situation was, 

at no point did I fear for my 
life and neither did my broth-
ers because overhead we have 
these guys in the gunship rain-
ing all kinds of hate and taking 
care of us completely.”

The combined actions of 
Hunter and the Spooky 43 air-
crew proved decisive on the 
battlefield and demonstrated 
the enormous impact of AF-
SOC’s precision strike core 
mission. Precision strike pro-
vides ground forces with spe-
cialized capabilities to find, en-
gage and assess targets. This 
synergy is credited for saving 
thousands of lives over the last 
16 years of war.

“I am extremely proud 
of what our Airmen accom-
plished when they were test-
ed on the battlefield,” said 
Webb. “They did what I know 
every Airman in this com-
mand would do when facing a 
relentless enemy. They over-
came, adapted and pushed the 
boundaries of possible.”

Wilson
From Page 12

AFA seeks 
nominees 
for annual 
recognition

Staff Sgt. Alexx Pons
Air Force Personnel center  

Public AFFAirs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — 
Air Force officials are seeking 
nominations for the 2018 Air 
Force Association Outstanding 
Air Force Civilian Employees 
of the Year Award. 

Each year the AFA rec-
ognizes four Air Force civil-
ian employees for outstanding 
achievement in four categories: 
civilian wage employee of the 
year; civilian program special-
ist, GS-1 through GS-11; civil-
ian program manager, GS-12 
and GS-13; and civilian senior 
manager, GS-14 and GS-15. 

Nominations are evaluat-
ed on the nature of the achieve-
ment, development of tech-
niques or procedures that 
significantly increased mis-
sion effectiveness and breadth 
of impact.

Organizations and base-
level personnel must contact 
their major commands, com-
batant commands, field operat-
ing agencies, direct reporting 
units or MAJCOM-equivalent 
agency for applicable suspense 
date and additional informa-
tion regarding nomination pro-
cedures. Each MAJCOM, CO-
COM, FOA and DRU may 
submit one nomination. All 
nomination packages are due to 
the Air Force’s Personnel Cen-
ter no later than Jan. 5, 2018. 

Specifics regarding 
the award are available via 
myPers. Select “any” from 
the dropdown menu and 
search “Special Trophies and 
Awards.”

For more information about 
Air Force personnel programs, 
go to myPers. Individuals who 
do not have a myPers account 
can request one by follow-
ing the instructions on the Air 
Force’s Personnel Center web-
site.

Air Force
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60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs

At the request of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, Tra-
vis was designated an installation sup-
port base during the response to the 
Atlas Fire, which has spread across 
Northern California since Oct. 8.

The base will house one bus, three 
tractor trailers with food, 15 ambu-
lances and 30 personnel from FEMA, 
which are being transported via truck 
to the base. They began arriving at 11 
a.m., Oct. 12 and are coordinating re-
sponse efforts from Travis.

Twenty-two additional tractor trail-
ers and 100 ambulances are expected 
to arrive by tomorrow morning.

Several organizations across Tra-
vis will support FEMA, including 
the 60th Aerial Port Squadron, which 
will provide the staging area and 
space necessary to assist with fire re-
lief efforts.

Additionally, Travis is assisting 
civil authorities in firefighting and 
relief efforts across the Bay Area. 
Three Travis firetrucks and 10 fire 
personnel from the 60th Civil En-
gineer Squadron fire and emergen-
cy services flight were staged west of 
Fairfield, California, Oct. 10-11. The 
trucks aided local fire departments 
in defending properties, controlling 
the fire and refilling 15 to 25 other 
trucks with water. Their efforts as-
sisted in structural protection across 
the area.

Five fire personnel and three fire-
trucks aided fire response efforts in 
the Rancho Solano area of Fairfield. 
Two firefighters responded with the 
base water tender to Dixon, Califor-
nia, in response to a three-alarm fire. 
Additional personnel and equipment 
remain on standby at the base.

Two 1.2-megawatt generators 
were transported to the Green Valley 
Water Treatment Plant Oct. 10 and 
remain at the plant to provide pow-
er. A team of 19 personnel from the 
60th CES, the 60th Logistics Read-
iness Squadron and the Civil Engi-
neer Maintenance Incident Response 
Team remains on standby if further 
assistance is needed.

Travis remains ready to respond 
to requests from civil authorities 
with additional personnel and re-
sources.

Travis stages FEMA, fights regional wildfires

U.S. Air Force photos/Louis Briscese

1) Chris Anthony from California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection provides remarks Oct. 16 during a 
town hall meeting for family and service members of the 621st Contingency Response Wing at Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif. 2) Federal Emergency Management Agency assets arrived Oct. 12 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

3) Federal Emergency Management 
Agency assets arrived Oct. 13 at Travis 
Air Force Base, Calif. 4) FEMA assets 
arrived Oct. 12 at Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif. At the request of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, 
Travis was designated as an installation 
support base during response to 
the Atlas Fire, which spread across 
Northern California beginning Oct. 8.  
5) A firefighter from the 60th Civil 
Engineer Squadron fire and emergency 
services flight, puts on his wildland 
personal protective equipment Oct. 11 
at Travis Air Force Base. 6) Firefighters 
and firetrucks from the 60th CES fire 
and emergency services flight at Travis 
have assisted fellow first responders 
battle local wildfires Oct. 11.
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Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and closed Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every 
third Thursday of the month at the Masonic 
Center, 412 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call Mike Michaelis at 707-427-
2573 or Cal Gitsham at 707-425-0060.

Motorcycle licensing and training. 
California Rider Education offers the 
Motorcyclists Training Course, Basic Ridervs 
Course 2 and the Military Sportsbike Riders 
Course on base. MTC classes take place most 
weekends. Motorcycles and helmets provided. 
Successful completion gives students a DL389 
that waives the skills test at DMV. Course cost 
covered for active duty, reserves, some DOD 
and NAF folks. Family members welcome, but 
must cover own costs. All registrations done via 
phone at 1-800-966-3844.

On-base child care. The Air Force 
requires on-base residents to be licensed by the 
60th Mission Support Group if they provide 
more than 10 hours of care per week in their 
homes. For more information, call 707-424-
8104 or 707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

Photocopying of military identifica-
tion. The prohibition of photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access 
Card announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, 
does not apply to medical establishments, 
applying for government-issued, no-fee 
passport and other U.S. government agencies 
in the performance of official government 
business. This requirement does not apply to 
minors ages 16 or younger. However, it applies 
to sponsors. For more information, call 
707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association 
meets at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month at the Delta Breeze Club. For more 
information, call Mark Raymond at 707-416-
5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their family members. It 
is the RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive 
the service and the respect they deserve.  
If you would like to apply for a volunteer slot 
and have three hours or more to give, call 
707-424-3905.

SGLI and vRED. The Record of 
Emergency Data, aka vRED, and the 

Servicemembers Group Life Insurance form 
are two of the most-critical documents a 
service member is responsible for maintaining 
throughout a military career. Commanders, 
Casualty Assistance personnel and Mortuary 
Affairs personnel rely heavily on these two 
documents as a vital source of information 
when a crisis occurs resulting in serious injury 
or death of the service member.

60th Air Mobility Wing Information 
Protection Office. The office has the 
following walk-in customer service window 
hours: 8 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday as well as window hours 
from 8 to 11 a.m. Friday. For emergencies, call 
707-424-3114.

Solano/Napa Habitat for Humanity. 
This organization welcomes volunteers and 
supporters from all backgrounds. There are 
recurring events Tuesday through Saturday. For 
more information, email Staff Sgt. Mathew 
Clayton at mathew.clayton@us.af.mil.

Toastmasters. The Travis Toastmasters 
meets at noon on the first and third Tuesday of 
the month in the USO Lounge. Toastmasters is 
an organization that helps people practice 
communication, as well as build on skills they 
already have. All are welcome to attend. For 
more information, call Nicole Culberhouse at 
478-273-1760.

Travis Community Thrift Shop. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Ongoing need 
for volunteers to organize, sort and price 
donations. For more information, contact the 
Thrift Shop at 707-437-2370.

Travis Composite Squadron 22 Civil 
Air Patrol. Open to youth from 12 to 18, as 
well as adults ages 18 or older who train and 
serve as the volunteer component of the total 
force. UTA is 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, Bldg. 
241-B -2. Open to all students with a 2.0 or 
higher grade-point average. For more 
information, contact CAP 1st Lt. Jo Nash at 
707-424-3996 or recruiting@squadron22-cap.
us, visit during a UTA or check out http://
squadron22-cap.us.

Travis Heritage Center. The facility is 
looking to add to its historical collection. It is 
missing the past 15 years of conflict in which 
Travis was involved. Do you have something 
special to donate for generations to appreciate? 
The center also seeks volunteers. The gift shop is 
open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. For more information, call Rick Shea at 
707-424-5598 or email richard.shea@us.af.mil.

Travis Legal Office. Power of attorney 
and notaries are walk-ins 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday. Legal assistance for 
active duty members and dependents are 
walk-ins from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday. For all wills 
and retiree legal assistance, call 707-424-3251 
to make an appointment.

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. 
The following Travis employees are approved as 
leave recipients through the Voluntary Leave 
Transfer Program:

• Cheryl Brown, 60th Air Mobility Wing.
• Timothy Miller, 60th Medical Support 

Squadron.
The VLTP allows an employee who has a 

medical emergency or is affected by a medical 
emergency of a family member and is without 
availability of paid leave to receive transferred 
annual leave directly from other employees. For 
more information, call 707-424-1720.

Tuskegee Airman Lee A. Archer 
Chapter. Meets at 1 p.m. third Saturday of the 
month at Nut Tree Airport. For more 
information, call James Harris at 707-631-
6361.

What’s Cookin’ Wednesday. Free lunch 
at the Travis AFB USO building 1348. Served 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednedsay. For 
active duty, Guard, reservist and their families.

Local events
Events

Authors Luncheon. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Nov. 5, The Clubhouse at Rancho Solano, 
3250 Rancho Solano Parkway, Fairfield. 
421-8075.

Ghost Tour. 8 p.m. Oct. 20, leaves from 
Virgil’s Bait Shop, 201 Main St., Suisun City 
and 8 p.m. Oct. 21, leaves from Lawler House, 
718 Main St., Suisun City. www.suisunwater-
front.com.

Ghost Walk. 8 p.m. Oct. 20 and 21, 90 
Main St., downtown Benicia. 745-9791, www.
beniciamainstreet.org.

The Hub. Fantasy roleplaying, noon Oct. 
21; Open mic, 7:30 p.m. Oct. 27; Poetry by the 
Bay open mic, 6:30 p.m. second and fourth 
Thursdays, 350 Georgia St., Vallejo. www.
thehubvallejo.com.

“Lunchtime Laughs.” Noon the first 
Friday of each month, Vacaville Public 
Library-Town Square, 1 Town Square Place. 
Free. www.solanolibrary.com.

“Nightmare Island.” 5 to 9 p.m. Oct. 
20-22, Oct. 27-29, Mare Island Shoreline 
Heritage Preserve, Railroad Avenue and 
Mercado Court, Mare Island. www.
nightmareislandvallejo.com.

Solano County Paranormal. 5:30 p.m. 
Oct. 24, Vacaville Public Library-Town Square, 1 
Town Square Place. www.solanolibrary.com.

“Sounds of Suspense.” Radio broadcast, 
noon fourth Friday of each month, Vacaville 
Public Library-Town Square, 1 Town Square 
Place. Free. www.solanolibrary.com.

Vallejo Farmers Market. 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturdays, year-round, Georgia and Marin 
streets. www.pcfma.com.

Vintage Market. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every 
third Saturday, St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church, 101 West St., Vacaville. 925-978-
6989.

Wine Tasting on the Square. 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, 700 Main St., Suisun City. www.
facebook.com/SuisunHarborSquare..

Art exhibits
Arts Benicia. “Bay Area Clay: A Legacy of 

Social Consciousness,” through Nov. 19, open 
noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday 
during exhibitions, 991 Taylor St., Suite 114, 
Benicia. Free. 747-0130, www.artsbenicia.org.

Benicia Plein Air Gallery. “Fleeting 
Moments,” by October’s featured artist, Iris 
Sabre, open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday 
through Sunday, 307 First St., Benicia. 
495-2940, www.beniciapleinair.com.

Coal Shed Studios. Open studios, 11 
a.m. Nov. 5-6, 153 Waterfront Ave., Mare 
Island. www.coalshedstudios.com.

The Corner Store Gallery. Open 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, 320 Cernon St., Vacaville. 
688-8889, www.thecornerstoregallery.com.

El Comalito Collective. “Reconstructed: 
A Breast Cancer Selfie & Documentation 
Project,” by Monica Haro, through Oct. 28, 
open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, 302 
Georgia St., Vallejo. www.elcomalitocollective.
com.

Fairfield-Suisun Visual Arts 
Association Gallery. “End of the Road?” or 
“A New Life,” through Thursday; open 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday, Solano 
Town Center, 1350 Travis Blvd., Suite D8, 
Fairfield. 688-8889, www.fvaa-arts.org.

Gallery 621. “Imprisoned by Time,” 
through Oct. 29, open noon to 3 p.m. 

Thursday, noon to 6 p.m. Friday through 
Sunday; 309 First St., Benicia. 297-6960.

Jen Tough Gallery. Jerry McLaughlin’s 
“Savage Beauty,” through Nov. 5, ; open 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, 336 
Georgia St., Vallejo. www.jentough.gallery.

Lawler House Art Gallery. “Force of 
Nature,” through Sunday; “Black and White,” 
Oct. 27, through Jan. 28; open noon to 4 p.m. 
Friday through Sunday, 718 Main St., Suisun 
City. www.lawlerhousegallery.org.

The Little Art Shop. Open noon to 3 
p.m. Wednesday through Sunday, Powell’s 
Antiques, 1371B Oliver Road, Fairfield. 
208-8408.

TrojanMonk Art. “Inktober,” through 
Nov. 15; open noon to 8 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday, 8:30 to 10 p.m. Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday, 
508 Sacramento St., Vallejo. www.trojan-
monkart.com.

Vacaville Art League Gallery. Open 
Show, Saturday through Nov. 25, spotlight 
artist Janet Matthews; open noon to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday, 718 E. Monte Vista 
Ave. Free. 448-8712, www.vacavilleartgallery.
com..

Music and dance
Barkissimo. Debra Lee Darling and Her 

Brad Habit, 5 p.m. Saturday; Bruce Overton & 
Friends, 5 p.m. Saturday; The Beer Brothers, 5 
p.m. Oct. 29; 600 Solano St., Suisun City. 
www.barkissimo.com.

City Sports Bar and Grill. Music begins 
at 9 p.m.: Papa Joe & The New Deal, Saturday; 
Sac of Soul, Oct. 27; The Reflex, Oct. 28; 155 
Browns Valley Parkway, Vacaville. 455-7827, 
www.starsrecreation.com.

News Notes
Flu shots available. Influenza season is 

rapidly approaching. Active duty members can 
annual get flu shots beginning Monday at the 
David Grant USAF Medical Center at Travis Air 
Force Base, California. All other TRICARE 
beneficiaries can get immunized beginning Sept. 
18. Flu shots are available in the Influenza Room, 
which is located on the first floor across from 
Internal Medicine. Flu shots are strongly 
recommended for high-risk populations, which 
includes children 5 years and younger, adults age 
65 and older and pregnant women. For more infor-
mation, call the Allergy and Immunization Clinic 
at 707-423-5107.

Federal Employees Open Season Health 
Fair. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 1 at Bldg. 381 
auditorium. Talk to representatives from most local 
HMOs and other organizations. Health screenings, 
info booths.

Travis Heritage Center Behind the 
Scenes Tour. 9:30 a.m. Nov. 2. Discover what it 
takes to make a heritage center function, learn 
about projects under way and find out how the 
staff preserve static aircraft for future generations 
to enjoy. Donuts and coffee provided. Free. To 
attend, call the office manager at 707-424-5883.

Chapel programs
News and information

Position available. The following non-personal 
service position is open for bid: Catholic parish 
coordinator. Basic specifications and qualifications 
can be found in the Statement of Work. No 
demonstration of skills is required. This contract will 
be awarded based on the “best value” to the 
government. Submit sealed bids by noon Nov. 2. 
Interested individuals should email Ch. Philip Smith 
to request a statement of work, application 
procedures letter, and basis of award letter. For more 
information contact Ch. Philip Smith at 424-3217 or 
philip.smith.31@us.af.mil

Recurring events
Catholic

Twin Peaks Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 

Sunday.
• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon appoint-
ment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration Required. 6 to 7 p.m., offered quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First Street 

Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. first 

Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to 7:30 

p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, RE 

Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday and 
Friday.

DGMC Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday, except for federal 
holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. Sunday 
at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose Ave., Fairfield. 

DGMC Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other enquires, call LDS Military 

relations representatives at 707-535-6979
Protestant

First Street Chapel
• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 

10:30 a.m. Sunday.
• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Ministry is provided for 

6-month-olds through fifth grade.
• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., 

first Saturday of every month.
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Protestant Women of the Chapel: 9:30 to 11 
a.m. Tuesday.

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 a.m. to 11 

a.m. Sunday.
Airmen’s Ministry Center

• The Peak is open from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at Bldg 1348. Home-cooked meal at 
6 p.m. Tuesday’s followed at 7 p.m. by Bible study.

u u u
For more information about chapel programs, 

call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel brief 
or request information on joining AFOSI, report to 
Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send correspondence 
to AFOSI Detachment 303, 510 Airlift CR, Travis 
AFB, 94535. For more information, call 
707-424-3115 or DSN: 837-3115.

Air Force Sergeants Association “Walter 
E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General membership 
meetings are at 3 p.m. on the second Friday of 
every month at Wingman’s in the Delta Breeze 
Club. For more information, contact Senior Master 
Sgt. Angell Nichols or Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Linden 
de Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday and 
4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. For 
more information, call 707-424-8740 or visit the 
Facebook page “The Attic at Travis AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the third 
Thursday of the month in the diabetic education 
classroom on the first floor in Internal Medicine at 
David Grant USAF Medical Center. For more 
information, call 707-423-7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile phone 
users must dial 707-424-4911 if they have an 
emergency on base. Those using government or 
home phones can call 911. For more information, 
call the Travis Air Force Base Fire Prevention Office 

at 707-424-3683.
Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 

counseling for teens and young adults. Text 
741-741 anywhere in the United States and a live, 
trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions information 
with the Web-based ECARS system. For more 
information, call Xuyen Lieu at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 2 
to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays at 
the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For more 
information, call 707-424-4342 or visit the 
Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Fairfield/Vacaville Train Station Project. 
Located at Peabody Road and Vanden Road in 
Fairfield with a six-lane overpass. Construction is 
scheduled for completion in October. For more 
information, visit http://bit.ly/1yNIBwV.

Family Advocacy Parent/Child 
playgroups. Toddlers to the Max Playgroup for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. The 
Rattles to Raspberries Playgroup for infants 8 
weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. Thursdays 
at the First Street Chapel Annex. For more 
information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress Peer 
Support Group. Meets from noon to 1 p.m. the 
first Tuesday of every month at the Balfour Beatty 
Community Center and from 1-2 p.m. the third 
Thursday of each month at The Peak. For more 
information, contact Amber Quirate and Jessica 
Soto at 501-231-7756 or email travsopcom-
batptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government no-fee 
passports must now include: 1) A photocopy of 
Military Identification Card front and back; 2) 
Passport photo taken in the past six months; 3) 
Supporting document(s), proof of U.S. citizenship 
certified copy with state or county seal, if it 
involved a name change submit a court order or 
marriage certificate. Passport application cannot 
be handwritten and printed back to back and must 
be completed online with 2D barcode at website 
https://pptform.state.gov and/or https://travel.
state.gov. For more information, call 707-424-
5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit a 
Hometown News Release, visit https://jhns.
release.dma.mil/public and fill out the 
information.

LGBT Alliance. General membership 
meetings take place at 6 p.m. the first Wednesday 
of every month at the Airman and Family 
Readiness Center. For more information, email 
lgbtalliance707@gmail.com or call 707-424-2486.

Mare Island Museum. Now a Blue Star 
Museum, which means active-duty military, 
reservists and their family members are eligible for 
free admission from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
1100 Railroad Ave. on Mare Island in Vallejo. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday. For more information, call 
707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at Bldg. 
791. All deployers are fit as necessary. For more 
information, call 707-424-2689.
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Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “All Saints” (PG)
• 9 p.m. “American Assassin” (R)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “Unlocked” (R)
• 9 p.m. “KingsMan: The Golden Circle” (R)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “The Lego Ninjago Movie” (PG)

Retiree Corner
TRICARE enrollment period 
to shift to calendar year

starting Jan. 1, 2018, cost 
changes for triCAre ben-
efits transition from a fis-
cal year period to a calen-
dar year period. Changing 
from fiscal year (oct. 1 – 
sept. 30) to calendar year 
(Jan. 1 – dec. 31) makes the 
triCAre benefit consistent 
with civilian health plans. 

the change will large-
ly affect those plans which 
have an enrollment fee and 
are currently billed by the 
fiscal year. this includes re-
tirees and their family mem-
bers in  triCAre Prime, 
triCAre retired reserve, 
triCAre reserve select, 

triCAre young Adult
A premium-based plan 

for qualified adult children.
triCAre young Adult 
plans. this change is one of 
several changes that tri-
CAre is adopting in 2018.

if you’re in a plan now 
that requires enrollment 
fees, there will be a transi-
tion period, from now to dec. 
31, so you won’t experience 
additional costs in 2017. dur-
ing this time, you’ll contin-
ue to pay your enrollment 
fees. however, enrollment 
fees will be prorated for 
the three-month period and 
billed accordingly for enroll-
ees who pay on a monthly or 
quarterly basis.

— TRICARE.mil staff
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STR8TS
No. 356 Medium

8 7 9 6 3 2 1
9 6 8 7 1 5 4 3 2

5 6 3 4 2
8 7 4 3 5 6

3 4 1 2 7 6 5
4 2 8 9
2 1 3 7 8 9
1 3 2 4 6 9 5 7 8

2 4 3 5 6 8 7

7
9

3
5 4

1
How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Tough

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

4
7 8 3 9 2

1 5 8
3 4 1
2 9 5 7

1 9 3
6 5 8

3 1 2 6 5
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1 4 2 6 8 5 7 3 9
3 9 8 1 7 2 4 5 6
5 6 7 3 9 4 8 2 1
2 3 1 7 6 9 5 8 4
9 7 4 5 2 8 6 1 3
8 5 6 4 1 3 9 7 2
7 1 5 9 3 6 2 4 8
4 2 9 8 5 1 3 6 7
6 8 3 2 4 7 1 9 5

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 356 Medium Previous solution - Easy

puzzles
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shot with seven bullets and 
that his wounds left him on 
the brink of death. His fami-
ly needed him, as they always 
had, but he was unsure how to 
respond. He tried praying, but 
he was losing faith and feeling 
like nothing could help him.

Normally, Randall would 
channel this anger and feeling 
of hopelessness into the boxing 
ring, a relief he has indulged in 
since he was 11 years old, and a 
passion he planned to later turn 
into a career. Unfortunately for 
him, two recent knee surger-
ies stripped him of this coping 
mechanism.

As fast as his defense was 
taken away, life continued to 
beat him down.

“Just when I thought things 
couldn’t get any worse, sever-
al calls from my mother woke 
me and I knew right away that 
something was wrong,” said 
Randall. “When I answered, 
she was crying hysterically 
and she said my aunt, my best 
friend growing up, had died. I 
lost it.”

Without an escape, he found 
a saving grace where he least 
expected, in his Air Force fam-
ily.

“Randall was broken,” said 
Master Sgt. Justin Archer, 
Randall’s section chief. “When 
he came in he couldn’t talk. 
He just sat here crying. None 
of us really knew what to say 
so I just hugged him. He need-
ed it. He was at a point where 
he needed a wingman, some-
one like a brother or father, to 
be there for him. I think that’s 
when he learned how close knit 
not only the Air Force family, 
but our maintenance family is. 
We have a very demanding job. 
We work a lot of long hours and 
we’re put under a lot of pres-
sure, but that builds a cohesive-
ness among all of us. We bick-
er and fight but, just like family, 
we will always have each oth-
er’s back.”

For the first time in his 
life, he leaned on others to 
support the weight that his 

circumstances were placing 
on him.

“When I went home, it was 
tempting for me to fall back 
into my old ways, but I didn’t, 
and I owe that to my super-
vision,” said Randall. “Any 
time my mind wandered and I 
came close to doing something 
I would regret, I got a message 
from one of my supervisors. 
Even if they just asked how my 
day was going, it was enough 
to screw my head on straight. 
I never would’ve expected that 
from them. A year ago, I looked 
at my leadership as just a lot of 
stripes on a uniform that gave 
me instructions every day. But 
today, they’re part of my fami-
ly, they helped save me.”

With this new perspective of 
his Air Force family, Randall 
persevered through his time 
spent at home for his aunt’s fu-
neral and returned standing 
strong. Though he thought he 
had been through all he could 
handle, his battle grew tough-
er. His grandmother was di-
agnosed with a severe case of 
breast cancer and wasn’t ex-
pected to live long.

“I hit my low and felt like 
giving up, but I knew no one 
was going to let me,” said Ran-
dall. “I knew I had my family 
in my corner and then my mom 
reminded me of one more sup-
port I had begun to lose sight 
of: God.”

Through advice from his 
family and leadership, coupled 
with scriptures sent from his 
mother daily, Randall made a 
breakthrough and changed his 
worldview.

“This past year has opened 
my eyes,” said Randall. “Life is 
too short to be caught up in non-
sense. You have to create a goal 
for yourself and spend every 
day working towards that goal 
until you achieve it. Life is too 
short to waste.”

Living by his own advice, 
Randall set his eyes on his fu-
ture. He took everything out of 
his room and hung a paper with 
three lines on it: God, family 
and boxing. He hung the paper 
above his bed so it’d be the first 
thing he sees every morning, 
reminding him what it is he’s 
working for.

Jabs
From Page 10

McNaughton

 Park

great jones street
downtown fairfield

707.427.6927

weddings

anniversaries

birthdays

corporate  

events

celebrate 
your next
event at

Visit the Travis FACEBOOK  
for up-to-date information.  

facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase
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For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6917 or email: ahowering@dailyrepublic.net

ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST

LUTHERAN

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL
Worship  

With Us…
St. Paul 

Baptist Church

2500 N Texas Street, Suite H
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

1 Church in 2 Locations
A multi-ethnic ministry

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr., Senior Pastor

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Noon Teaching, 12 p.m.

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
ORDINANCES

Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 12:00 p.m.

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Night Teaching 7:00 p.m.

AWANA Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship 7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.

Children’s Church 11:45 a.m.
Youth & Collegiate Church 11:45 a.m.

1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
Nursery provided at 11:45 a.m.

ORDINANCES
Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.

All are welcome.
Please call the Church Office for 

 bookstore & library hours.
(707) 425-1849

Website: www.mcbcfs.org

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

bethanychurch@pacbell.net

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:30am & 11:15am with Bible 
Studies and Sunday School for all ages 
at 10:00am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Gregory Stringer
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
bethanypreschool@pacbell.net

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

bethanyschool@pacbell.net
www.gobethany.com

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Southern Baptist Convention

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
707-448-5430

www.tbcvacaville.com
Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor

Sunday:
Worship Service & Bible Study ................9:00 am
Worship Service & Bible Study ............. 10:30 am
Evening Worship & Prayer ....................... 6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May)..................................... 6:00 pm
Youth .................................................................. 6:00 pm
Choir ....................................................................6:30 am 
Bible Study ....10:00 am,1:30 pm, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm
A home for Military families since 1960

For More Information
 On Our Worship Directory,

Contact Daily Republic
Classifieds

at (707) 427-6917
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PRESBYTERIAN

UNITY

UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Garrett Sander

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

ROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

“Where the Word of God Comes First”
JOIN US THIS SUNDAY.

Sunday Services
   Traditional with Choir 9:00 a.m. 
   Praise Service with Band 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School for children at both services
Youth Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Adult Christian Education (ACE) 10:20 a.m.
Nursery care is available during both Worship Services

Rev. Dr. Larry Vilardo
Pastor Joanne Martindale, Youth & Family Pastor

Youth Group meets every Wed. at 6:30pm

The Lord’s Supper is Celebrated 
Every Week.

4177A Suisun Valley Rd.
(1/2 mile north of Solano College)

For more information, please call us at 

863-0581 
or visit us on the web at

www.rockvillepresbyterian.org

For More  
Information  

On Our  
Worship Directory,  

Contact  
Daily Republic  

Classifieds  
at (707) 427-6917

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

CeCelelllll bbbbebrebr titititiatiatingng ourour ononeneenessss hhhhhohonornoriiiiinging ouou ddddr dr diiiiiveiversirsisitt

I personally believe we were creat-
ed with a nature to serve. It’s funny to me 
when people are surprised about how good 
they feel after helping their fellow man or 
woman. A local food drive, mentorship of 
those in need or even something as simple 
as thanking someone for their service –  
these things should bring a smile to your 
face and theirs. Of course they do. When 
you help others, it brings joy into every-
one’s world.

What may start as selfish ambition can 

be turned into selfless service with the 
right focus on how it changes you or oth-
ers. I’m certain you are doing this on a 
daily basis if you stop and think about it. 
Think about that one time you made some-
one feel good. Don’t you want to experi-
ence that again? You can.

I challenge you to encourage those 
in your scope of influence to service on 
scales small and big, even if it appears 
that they have selfish ambitions. Regard-
less of the motive, eventually the results of 
service will come around to benefit every-
one, both the giver and the receiver. The 
joy of service is always well worth the ef-
fort.

Helin
From Page 2

served fewer than 12 years, or re-
serve Airmen who have accrued 
fewer than 4,320 retirement points, 
will have the option of electing 
BRS or remaining in the legacy re-
tirement system. These Airmen 
will be required to take the opt-in 
training and should provide a copy 
of the training certificate to their 
unit training manager upon com-
pletion.

The Air Force recommends BRS 

training for all Airmen and encour-
ages them to take the opt-in course. 
Many leaders may not be eligible to 
opt in to BRS themselves, but still 
need to be knowledgeable about 
the new system to understand what 
their junior Airmen should know 
as they prepare to make their de-
cisions in 2018. The leader train-
ing course is also available to those 
without a Common Access Card, in-
cluding family members, via an al-
ternate website.

For more information about Air 
Force personnel programs, go to 
myPers. 

Training
From Page 4
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Sunday thru Wednesday 

Karaoke  
with Matty

Thursday 
Original  

Rock Bands

Friday & Saturday  
Soulstice

9:30 - 1:30 Every Evening

321 MERCHANT ST. • VACAVILLE • 451-4049

HONEST, ETHICAL & PERSONAL

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE & REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Specializing in:

Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Porsche, Jaguar, Audi, Volkswagen, Volvo & more.

Family owned and operated.
Owner…Don Westhaver,
Over 45 Years Experience
Proud Military Parents

 

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

notification, Melanson was on 
his way home.

Meanwhile, Master Sgt. 
Matthew Cannon, 60th Aerial 
Port Squadron acting first ser-
geant, received a call from Ca-
leb at 8 a.m. PDT, Oct. 2, which 
was 5 p.m. in Spanghalem.

“He informed Lt. Col. Dan-
iel Hosler, 60th (APS) com-
mander, that he had a deployed 
Airman whose mother and sis-
ter were victims at the (music 
festival) in Las Vegas the night 
before,” said Cannon.

Caleb coordinated with Ho-
sler and passed copies of his 
emergency leave orders, flight 
information and a list of other 
earlier flights.

“Our part in this was to re-
ceive him once the aircraft 
landed, provide chaplain as-
sistance and to transport him 
to San Francisco for his con-
necting flight to Las Vegas at 
(10 p.m.) later that night,” said 
Cannon. “Prior to the aircraft 
arrival, I coordinated with 
Chaplin (Capt.) Phillip Smith, 
60th (Maintenance Group), for 
his assistance when I received 
the Airman at the aircraft.”

Cannon also solicited help 
from Chief Master Sgt. Reny 
Nunag, 60th MXG first ser-
geant, to assist with any first 
sergeant responsibilities and 
coordinated with the 60th APS 

air terminal operations center 
to contact the U.S. Customs Of-
fice, inform them of the situa-
tion and request an expedited 
customs clearance at the air-
craft.

At approximately 3:15 p.m., 
the C-17 landed at Travis.

“We boarded the aircraft 
and the Airman was using one 
of the loadmaster’s cellphone, 
talking to his father,” said Can-
non. “After he hung up, we in-
troduced ourselves and took 
him back to the 60th MXG so 
he could talk with Smith.”

While Smith talked with 
Melanson, Cannon called to 
coordinate an earlier flight to 
Las Vegas out of Sacramento, 
making his new arrival time in 
Las Vegas for 10 p.m.

With his new flight itiner-
ary, they loaded up his bags 
and headed to Sacramento.

“During the ride, the Air-
man was trying to find out 
which hospital his mother was 
at,” said Cannon. “He still had 
no information where she was 
or her status.”

Caleb stayed in contact 
with the Melanson family and 
learned Paige, the second old-
est sister, had been shot in the 
arm, eventually receiving eight 
stitches. She had been taken to 
Sunrise Medical Trauma Cen-
ter with a gunshot wound to her 
shoulder that lodged in her ab-
domen, missing most vital or-
gans and was in critical, but in 
stable condition.

“That day we did not hit one 
bit of resistance from any per-
son or organization,” said Can-
non. “I dropped everything to 
help him and it was very ful-
filling. We all came together 
to assist this young man and 
we were able to get him home 
sooner than expected. He 
showed so much courage and 
composition during a situation 
where he had every right to be 
angry and frustrated.”

In about 24 hours, from the 
time Melanson received the 
call from his brother, he trav-
eled over 6,000 miles to be at 
his mother’s bed side. 

“On this morning, with 
the help of the 52nd (Fighter 
Wing) and 60th APS, we were 
able to get this Airmen home 
on very short notice thanks 
to a coincidental mission that 
was already scheduled to de-
part this location in just a few 
short hours,” said Caleb. “For-
tunately, the airport in Las Ve-
gas did not completely close to 
inbound flights, there were no 
deviations in flight plans due 
to weather or other unforeseen 
challenges. I was impressed 
with Melanson in how he man-
aged his emotions through his 
professionalism in statements 
that he made (and) worried 
about his office and his fel-
low Airmen if he left Spang-
dahlem AB. I’m humbled, re-
lieved and happy that we were 
able to take care of one of our 
own.”

Travel
From Page 4

hundreds of residents.
The overall support for the 

two teams’ actions has been 
positive.

“Everywhere we go people 
have been very appreciative,” 
said Rush. “Families have been 
thanking us, shaking our hands 
and waving to us.”

Cal Fire also appreciates 
the support Beale’s fire depart-
ment has provided during the 
last week.

“The support from the mili-
tary has been great,” said Tim 
Butolph, Cal Fire airtanker dis-
patcher. “We may have differ-
ent missions, but in a time of 
need both departments come 
together and work together for 
the common good of the pub-
lic.”

Beale
From Page 6

An Airman stationed in Cal-
ifornia recently received a call 
from someone posing as a mem-
ber of his bank’s fraud preven-
tion team. The caller had likely 
researched the Airman’s Face-
book profile and found posts 
about a recent trip to Hawaii. 

The scammer told the Air-
man that they had found some 
unusual transactions from three 
high-end stores in Hawaii, but 
not to worry, the fraud team 
stopped the fraudulent transac-
tions. However, because the ac-
count had been compromised, 
he needed to transfer his ac-
count balance into a new ac-
count they had set up in his 
name.

The caller was complete-
ly professional, knew his name, 
account number and about his 
recent travels to Hawaii. The 
Airman transferred his entire 
account balance over and none 
of it has been traced or recov-
ered ever since. 

This summer, an Airman on 
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo-
rado, received a call from some-
one posing as an IRS employee. 
The caller told the Airman there 
was a serious issue with her tax-
es and that she would be arrest-
ed if she didn’t immediately pur-
chase $1,000 in iTunes gift cards 
and turn them over to the caller. 

The Airman did as she was 

instructed and once the caller 
verified the gift cards were legit-
imate, he immediately ended the 
call never to be heard of again. 

This IRS scam has become 
so common that the Treasury 
Department posted an alert on 
their website about imperson-
ators calling and demanding 
payments on iTunes gift cards, 
Green Dot Prepaid Cards, and 
other forms of prepaid cred-
it cards. 

The bottom line is that scam-
mers today are clever. 

If you receive a phone call 
from a name or number you do 
not recognize, be very skepti-
cal. Don’t answer personal ques-
tions, don’t engage and if you 
must respond, consider answer-
ing with a question like, “Who is 
calling?”

If you believe that the call is 
not legitimate, hang up. If you 
feel the call might be legitimate, 
hang up and call back using a 
different phone from the one 
they called you on. 

Remember, the IRS, your 
bank or any government agen-
cy will never call to demand 
immediate payment; demand 
that you pay money without 
giving you the opportunity to 
appeal; require you to use a 
specific payment method such 
as gift cards or prepaid deb-
it cards; ask for credit or debit 
card numbers over the phone; 
threaten to bring in law en-
forcement to have you arrested 
for not paying.

Phishing
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NOW OPEN

Consignment Hours:
We accept women’s sizes Junior to 4XL
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 11am - 3pm

Boutique Hours: 
Tuesday - Saturday 

10am - 5:30pm

 707.422.5242707 422 5242

340 Travis Blvd. Suite 2 • Fairfield 
 (turn in at Solano Storage) 

15% Off 
On Saturdays 

with Military ID

As part of the study, the 
Harvard team printed sen-
sors and placed microelec-
tronics onto a spandex sleeve 
able to respond to the move-
ment of the wearer’s arm. 
They also created a pressure 
sensor for shoes, able to sense 
and monitor gait.

AFRL researchers also 
tested the processes in the 
lab and are investigating the 
possibility of using the same 
methodologies to build anten-
nas and sensors into struc-
tures.

“The use of 3-D printing 
allows us to fundamentally re-
think how we package and de-
sign electronics for Air Force 
needs,” said Berrigan. “We 
are no longer limited to in-
plane electronics manufac-
turing, which opens up oppor-
tunities to merge structure 
and electronic function.”

One challenge the team is 
focusing on for future work 
will address the powering of 
the devices, which would re-
quire a stretchable battery or 
other printed power source to 
be integrated into the manu-
facturing process.

“Integrating a robust, flex-
ible and high energy-densi-
ty battery has been difficult 

because what makes a good 
battery does not necessari-
ly make for a good, soft-ma-
terial system,” said Michael 
Durstock, AFRL Soft Matter 
Materials Branch chief and a 
co-author of the study.

Though the materials and 
methodology are still in the 
early stages of development, 
the potential future applica-
tion space is enormous.

“We have both broad-
ened the palette of printable 
electronic materials and ex-
panded our programmable, 
multi-material printing plat-
form,” said Jennifer Lewis, 
a research collaborator from 
the Harvard Wyss Institute. 
“This is an important first 
step toward making custom-
izable, wearable electronics 
that are lower-cost and me-
chanically robust.”

The paper is the first pub-
lished collaborative effort be-
tween researchers at AFRL 
and Harvard in this area.

“This effort highlights our 
relationship with academia,” 
said Berrigan. “We can learn 
from their expertise and in-
sight and make the connec-
tions to enable the technology 
and applications for Airmen 
as quickly as we can. Profes-
sor Lewis’ team has been in-
valuable to us, and we are 
looking forward to future col-
laborations.”

Chips
From Page 8

Visit the Travis FACEBOOK  
for up-to-date information.  

facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase

Also available is the Mil-
itary Knowledge and Test-
ing System chart. The chart 
is available as attachment 1 
in individual study guides and 
used to determine informa-
tion required for promotion 
testing. 

The chart helps determine 
the importance of each sec-
tion of information for testing 
to each grade. AFH-1 is a com-
pilation of policies, procedures 
and standards that guide Air-
men’s actions within the pro-
fession of arms.

Guides
From Page 8

having to perform time-con-
suming reconfigurations, Ruu-
ti added. 

“Crews are now able to sim-
ply roll the new pod-mount-
ed stand next to the aircraft to 
conduct any necessary trou-
bleshooting,” he said. “If the 
mission dictates, they would 
be able to return the aircraft 
to combat ready status in less 
than 20 minutes.”

In order for Caruso’s inno-
vations to come to fruition, sup-
port from his supervision was 
monumental in turning an idea 
into something tangible. 

“We have procedures in 
place to locally manufacture 
equipment and it usually starts 
with a specific idea in mind,” 
said Ruuti. “Chris had a vision 
and knew exactly what he need-
ed. As supervisors, we simply 
listened and provided him the 
necessary guidance to see it 
through. Everyone was bought 
in to Chris’ idea, all the way up 
to the maintenance croup com-
mander. This unit’s leadership 
team is not in the mindset of 
‘it’s always been that way.’ They 
trust in the young minds and 
ideas of maintainers. That’s 
what helped make this project 
so successful.”

The metals tech shop was 
one unit that was pivotal in 
turning Caruso’s blueprints for 
the sniper pod stand into an ac-
tual working mechanism. With-
out their support and expertise, 
the stand would not be here to-
day. 

“Everyone has been so sup-
portive since they all want 

something that can improve the 
overall performance of our pro-
cesses and procedures,” said 
Caruso. “My supervision gave 
me the confidence and time to 
get this done. Everyone from 
the commanders to my direct 
supervision has shown inter-
est, whether it’s pushing paper 
or supplies. 

Caruso shares his accom-
plishments with the whole unit, 
who enabled him to put his in-
novations together. Knowing 

that time and money are saved 
by these accomplishments, the 
team is able to generate air-
craft with little delay and deliv-
er combat airpower in Afghan-
istan. 

“Chris is an outstanding 
Airman, driven to help others 
and refine processes,” said Ru-
uti. “His efforts improved the 
unit’s efficiency and ultimate-
ly had a profound impact on the 
entire Air Force – specifically, 
the F-16 community.”

Technician
From Page 9

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Benjamin Gonsier

Senior Airman Christopher Caruso, 555th Expeditionary Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit avionics technician, inspects the electrical and 
communication systems on the F-16 Fighting Falcon.



CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

24   Tailwind OcTOber 20, 2017

24

FREE
VA HOME
BUYING
SEMINAR
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21ST

11AM - 1PM
(Registration 10:30AM)

Suisun City Library

601 Pintail Drive, Suisun City

RSVP Recommended
Walk Ins Welcome!

(707) 208-6897
CONDUCTED BY

LYNELL HOLDEN
Not a gov’t agency. Licensed Broker #01729492
With assistance program options by:

LIONEL PUNCHARD
NMLS #245755

www.HoldenHomes4U.com
TO REGISTER TODAY!

US VETERANS
BUY A HOME!

NO DOWN
PAYMENT!

USE THE VA
BENEFITS
YOU EARNED!
ARMY�NAVY�
AIRFORCE�MARINES�
COAST GUARD

VA GUARANTEED 
LOANS ARE THE 
BEST LOANS 
AVAILABLE
TODAY!

No down payment

No Maximum Age 
Qualification

Lowest interest rate 
available

You don’t have to be 
a first time home 
buyer

You can reuse the 
benefit more than 
once

record met the story given to me in 1993. 
He joined the Army on July 22, 1943, at 
Los Angeles, California, as a Filipino im-
migrant. For the first time, I had a serial 
number.

Citations of World War II veterans are 
also available online. Using his Army se-
rial number, I found out more details that 
were similar to the original story.

Lopez’s records indicated that he was 
a combat medic. He was assigned to Med-
ical Detachment, 357th Infantry Reg-
iment, 90th Infantry Division and was 
killed in action on Oct. 11, 1944, in France. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart and 
the Silver Star. His Silver Star citation is 
short, noting that it was awarded posthu-
mously. I also found his gravesite though 
the ABMC. I looked as far as Normandy 

before, but he was only 45 minutes away 
from Ramstein Air Base at Lorraine 
American Cemetery in St. Avold, France. 
I was amazed that he was so close.

In 2015, I visited his gravesite for the 
first time with my family. The online his-
tory of the 357th Infantry Regiment doc-
uments a 22-day battle on the town of 
Maiziere-Les-Metz between the dates of 
Oct. 7-29, 1944. It states a brutal house-
to-house, day-and-night urban fighting 
against the German army. I have much 
more to learn from this battle as it may be 
the location where Lopez perished. It felt 
a little surreal to be at his gravesite and it 
now felt like the beginning of a new story.

I do hold some reservation as to wheth-
er these two people are the same. Howev-
er, the majority of similarities between the 
stories as told to me by his relatives and 
the record are remarkable. The contradic-
tions between his family story and the on-
line record have plausible explanations. 

Two differences were his occupation and 
education. The record states that his occu-
pation was as a farm hand and his educa-
tion was some high school. His 1940s col-
lege education and job in the Philippines 
would probably not have transferred well 
in the 1940s U.S. education system or cul-
ture. Filipino immigrants of that time 
would most likely have sought other work 
and daily farm labor was common. 

I am more likely to determine the ex-
act battle of his death than know what 
he was like as a person. I know that he 
came to the U.S. to help his family. Why 
did he join the Army? Was it for better 
money? Better possibilities? Did he feel 
a sense of duty? I may never know. I do 
know that he was missed and remem-
bered by his family. I know this because 
Lopez was my grandmother’s brother, a 
distant relative who I am trying to know 
more. Today, there is no one else alive 
in my family who knew him personally. 

His story fades a little, but I continue on 
my journey of research and will contin-
ue to tell more about him.

Every Airman, every service mem-
ber, has a story and a reason for serv-
ing. Whatever the reason – they serve. 
They join thousands of others in their 
storied legacy of service and valor. 
Learning more about them helps me un-
derstand where I came from and where 
we come from.

A casket-sized 48-star U.S. Flag was 
found in the Phillipine house where that 
Silver Star was originally kept. Now I 
have two artifacts. Just before I visited his 
grave for the first time in 2015, my fami-
ly and I visited the Philippines and went to 
a beach he most likely enjoyed. I brought a 
few pebbles from that beach and my chil-
dren put them on his white stone military 
grave marker. 

Tell your stories, tell the stories of 
others.

Gines
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Mon.-Fri., 7:30AM-5:30PM
Sat., 7:30AM-4:00PM

1245 Illinois St., Fairfield, CA

Present This Ad for  10% Discount off any Repair or Service!

We service all makes and models of RV motorhome, 5th Wheel and Trailer Chassis, 
brakes, lights, engine, HVAC, transmission, steering, axles, bearings, suspension, tires 
etc. We also repair and service all trucks from a pick up truck to a Class 8 Big Rig.

Our team of Technician’s have over 150 years combined repair and diagnostic 
experience. We treat your vehicle like it is ours. There is no job too big or small, we 
invite them all. 

Give us a call to schedule an appointment or just stop by we always have coffee  
brewed and popcorn popped. We look forward to meeting you and providing you  
with excellent customer service.

P Thi Ad f 10% Di

(707) 427-1386

We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

me a packet of information tell-
ing me about the cancer. I took 
the packet with me to the car 
and I didn’t even look at it. I 
called my dad and said, ‘It’s 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.’”

With no prior symptoms, 
Kava faced the reality that 
she had cancer. According to 
The American Cancer Soci-
ety, Hodgkin Lymphoma is a 
cancer that starts in the white 
blood cells called lymphocytes. 
Lymphocytes are part of the 
body’s immune system.

“I wasn’t tired, I didn’t feel 
sick, the knot just appeared,” 
said Kava. “I am so thank-
ful that the doctor in Germany 
sent me home, because trying 
to deal with that news while de-
ployed and away from my fami-
ly would’ve been a lot more dif-
ficult.”

She started her four-month 
treatment, which included eight 
rounds of chemotherapy in No-
vember 2016.

“They would put the needle 
in my chest and hook me up to 
a machine where I would sit for 
two hours to get the four types 
of medicine for the treatment,” 
she said. “Treatment in the on-
cology department (at David 
Grant USAF Medical Center) 
was amazing. I even became 
really good friends with my 
nurse, Kendra.”

Capt. Kendra Alanis, 60th 
Medical Operations Squadron 
clinical nurse, provided Kava’s 
chemotherapy during her four 
months of treatment.

“It is a heavy regimen and 
the chemo she got was intense,” 
said Alanis. “I would ask if she 
felt any side effects and she 
would always say she was fine. 
She was a trooper from day 
one. She was so strong and stoic 
to the point that she was hard to 
read in the beginning of treat-
ment. I quickly realized that 
she was just really strong.”

Kava faced many adversi-
ties during her treatment, but 
one in particular was the tough-
est for her.

“My dad jokes that the only 
time I cried throughout this 
whole process was when my 
doctor, Dr. Malhi, sat me down 
to go over the chemo treatment 
and she said, ‘you will lose your 
hair,’” she said. “After my last 
treatment, when it started fall-
ing out, I went through the 
whole cycle of ‘do I shave it, do 
I cut it short, or just leave it and 
see what happens?’”

She ended up cutting her 
long hair, which had basical-
ly lost half of its thickness, and 
wearing it in a ponytail when 
she returned to work in March. 
The Air Force Instruction 36-
2903 allows a ponytail for hair 
that cannot fit in a bun as long 
as it does not go below the bot-
tom of the collar.

“I avoided pinning it in an 

upright clip, so it wouldn’t look 
like a rooster tail,” said Kava. 
“I wanted to ensure I was still 
in regs while I was healing.”

Kava remained motivated 
and positive through her treat-
ment due to her faith, her sup-
port system and basketball.

“Through this whole time, 
I had to convince myself that 
there was nothing I could do 
about this and have faith that 
whatever is supposed to hap-
pen, is going to happen,” she 
said. “With that type of faith, 

I didn’t worry as much about 
what was going to happen. I 
tried to keep myself busy so I 
started volunteering with the 
Will C. Wood High School bas-
ketball team (in Vacaville, Cal-
ifornia).”

After helping at their bas-
ketball practices for a year, 
the school made her an assis-
tant coach. This helped her stay 
in shape for the upcoming All-
Air Force Training Camp in 
San Antonio, Texas, this month, 
where she will try out to be part 
of the team.

Kava has played basket-
ball for most of her life, includ-
ing participating in the Armed 
Forces championship, known 
as the Conseil International du 
Sport Militaire Women’s World 
Basketball Championship in 
France in 2014 and 2015 as part 
of the All-Air Force team.

Her squadron supports her 
basketball goals and was a 
main source of support during 
her treatments.

“The hardest part for me 
was to let people be there for 
me,” she said. “My squadron 
was so supportive. I could’ve 
done my treatment anywhere, 
but I chose to stay here because 
the hospital was amazing and 
my commander, Lt. Col. Tra-
ci Bowman, was so supportive.

“I feel like in the military, 
if you are going through hard 
times like that, it is important 
to let people care about you. It 
really helped at the end of the 

day knowing that I had a big 
support system of people who 
wanted to help and who wanted 
to be there for me.”

Kava completed her treat-
ment in February, but will con-
tinue to receive PET scans for 
the next year. She knows that 
she will have a great support 
system of family, friends, co-
workers, nurses and doctors 
to help as she continues on her 
journey of healing.

“She is an amazing Airman 
who never wanted cancer to 
define her,” said Lt. Col. Traci 
Bowman, 60th LRS command-
er. “She handled it like any task 
– something to be completed to 
the best of her ability. She re-
mained focused on the mis-
sion and when she couldn’t play 
basketball, she watched. When 
she was able to get back on the 
court she played her heart out.

“We had the opportunity to 
get to know her family as they 
stayed in the Fisher House 
for most of her treatment and 
while you could see the love 
and concern for her, her fami-
ly refused to treat her as a vic-
tim, instead they focused on 
her warrior ethos,” she said. “I 
am honored to serve alongside 
of her. I just had the privilege of 
reenlisting her while her mom, 
Kim, FaceTimed. While Cinna-
mon wanted to keep the cere-
mony small, the room was full 
of people who love and care for 
her. She makes this squadron 
better.”

Battles
From Page 3

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch

Senior Airman Cinnamon Kava, 
60th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron decentralized supply 
support, poses for a photo in 
December 2014 at Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif.
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hero pilotTravis Fisher House receives visit from …

2) Former airline pilot Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger iii and his spouse, lorraine, visited the Fisher house oct. 17 at travis Air Force Base, Calif. Sullenberger is a 1973 Air Force Academy 
graduate and is best known for successfully ditching a crippled airliner in the hudson river, saving the lives of a 155 passengers in 2009. 3) Sullenberger answers questions from audience 
attendees during his Fisher house visit. 4) lt. Col. heidi Clark, 60th Diagnostic and therapeutic Squadron Nutrition Medicine Flight commander, and Sullenberger share a laugh over a sign 
posted in a refrigerator during his visit.

U.S. Air Force photos by Heide Couch

1) Former airline 
pilot Chesley “Sully” 
Sullenberger iii, left, 
and wife, lorraine, 
second from left, made 
a visit to Fisher house 
oct. 17 at travis Air 
Force Base, Calif. the 
Sullenbergers met 
with Fisher house 
representatives to 
learn more about 
the Fisher house 
Foundation, started by 
Zachary and elizabeth 
Fisher in 1991 to 
fulfill the need for 
temporary lodging 
facilities for families at 
major military medical 
centers. Sullenberger 
interacted with past 
and present residents 
at the facility and 
learned how they 
benefitted from the 
experience. 
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